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While our mission trip to South Africa was two weeks long, four of 
those days were spent in travel getting to the Rainbow Nation. From 
Atlanta, we flew to London and then on to Johannesburg. On the way 
home, we added one extra flight from Durban to Johannesburg. 

To put it mildly, there was a good amount of hurry up and wait. Un-
sure of what the security or customs lines might have in store for us, 
we arrived with ample time prior to each departure. Traveling with ten 
folks together, any number of things could have gone wrong and caused 
some lengthy unexpected delay. For the most part, we were free from 
such hassles. The only trouble came on the flight home when my pass-
port number had been flagged. I had to stop on each leg of the trip, 
exit the airport, re-check in, and prove that I was indeed who I claimed 
to be. Thankfully, out of the nine other team members, eight promised 
they’d vouch for me if necessary. 

But after the security checks were complete and the gate had been 
found, there was little else to do but wait. Many around us sat and read 
books. Some folks listened to music while others huddled together and 
talked. Occasionally, you’d see people sprawled out on the floor asleep 
cozied up to their luggage. There were also people who were hunters; 
these folks were hunting free electrical ports to recharge their phones 

Waiting at the Gate
or iPads. 

What we as travelers could have some affect on was how we spent 
our time waiting. What was beyond our control was the fact that we had 
to wait and let the seconds tick by until it was time to board. Waiting, 
being patient, I believe is becoming a lost art. With something in our 
lives at our disposal and quickly at hand, we don’t have to wait long for 
much of anything any longer. But in an airline terminal, there is little 
but waiting. 

I thought about the 23rd Psalm. “He leads me beside still waters.” 
Now, I doubt that God had the international terminal at Heathrow in 
mind when that was penned, but in the midst of that busy, hectic place, 
a piece of quiet calm could be found sitting quietly at gate C37. Waiting, 
being so far removed from control of our time, helps put things into 
perspective. We need those still waters. We need those quiet gates in 
the midst of our hustling lives. The lives we live today look more like 
Heathrow’s terminals than they did the scene painted in the psalm, but 
in God’s eyes, the two should meet more often than we allow them to. 

So in the midst of your harried and hurried life, look for those breaks 
where you can see the cool, calm water nearby. Take a moment, enjoy 
the gift given from above.  ~Thomas Quisenberry

	  

	  	  	  

6:00pm:	  	  dessert	  tasting	  	  
6:30pm:	  	  show	  

 
Everyone is asked to bring a dessert to share. 

 

To perform in the show, contact Jeff Parker. 

	  

Mauris	   pretium	   turpis	   in	   mi.	   Suspendisse	   potenti.	   In	   urna.	   Nulla	   ultrices,	   ipsum	   at	   sagittis	   vulputate,	  

augue	   tortor	   pharetra	   justo,	   sed	   interdum	   est	   sem	   in	   ipsum.	   Fusce	   iaculis	   auctor	   dolor.	   Suspendisse	  

rutrum.	  Duis	  aliquet	  pretium	  urna.	  Etiam	  enim	  felis,	  fringilla	  sit	  amet,	  facilisis	  id,	  aliquam	  non,	  eros.	  





Wednesday,  August  12
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Rest
No  Wednesday  Evening  Ac8vi8es
Thursday,  August  13
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Rest
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministry 6:00PM
Friday,  August  14
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Rest
Saturday,  August  15
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Rest
Sunday,  August  16
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Rest
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship   11:00AM
Church-‐Wide  Ou8ng  /  Lookouts  Game 5:15PM
Tuesday,  August  18
Finance  CommiTee  Mee8ng 4:45PM
Deacon  Council   5:30PM
Wednesday,  August  19
Summer  Celebra8on 5:00PM
Church  Conference 5:40PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Youth  Ministry  Leadership  Team  Mtg 7:15PM
Thursday,  August  20
Investment  CommiTee 9:30AM
ESL  (English)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  August  21
Habitat  for  Humanity  Workday 8:45AM
Sunday,  August  23
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship   11:00AM
SFA  Teacher's  Mee8ng 2:30PM
Tuesday,  August  25
Hands  &  Feet  Mission  Group  Planning 11:30AM
Wednesday,  August  26
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choir 6:00PM
South  Africa  Mission  Team    Report 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM

On the Calendar
August 2015First Tuesday 

Book Group will 
meet on Tues-
day, September 1, 
at 6:00PM in the 
Conference Room. 
The group will 
discuss Michel 
Faber’s The Book 
of Strange New 
Things, where the 
main character is 
called to a place, 

galaxies away, to minister to a group of 
people struggling with a dangerous illness 
and hungry for teachings from their book 
of strange new things (the Bible). While 
this is a discussion group, feel free to come 
participate even if you’ve not been able to 
complete the book. Everyone is welcome 
and each viewpoint appreciated. Contact 
Frances with any questions: 423.648.2543  
or frances@fbcchattanooga.org.

First Tuesday
Book Group

Summer Celebration
Wednesday, August 19, Fellowship Hall
5:00PM – Fellowship Meal
5:40PM – Church Conference
6:00PM – Celebration of Summer Activities
The menu is hamburgers, hot dogs, chili, chips 

and dessert.
Reservations are required. Please complete the 

form in your Sunday classroom or contact the 
church office. When you make your reservation, 
please indicate whether you prefer a hamburger, 
hot dog, or vegetarian option.

The cost of the meal is $7.00/adult, $3.50/
child, with a $20/family maximum.

Mid-week activities for fall begin Wednesday, 
August 26.

First Friends will have their initial fall lun-
cheon on Thursday, September 3, at 11:30AM in 
the Fellowship Hall. Jessica Nunn and Friends, a 
string quartet, will provide a program of music 
including a variety of styles. The $6 meal is baked 
ham, pasta salad, strawberry & romaine salad, 
rolls, and key lime pie. Reservations are need-
ed by Sunday, August 30. Please sign up in your 
Sunday classrooms or contact Frances Marandi 
(423.648.2543/frances@fbcchattanooga.org).

First Friends Luncheon

Church-Wide
Outing 

Those of you with 
tickets from the July 1 
rained-out Lookouts 
game are invited to 
join us for Chattanooga 
Lookouts vs Tennessee 
Smokies on Sunday 
evening, August 23. 

You will need to take your old ticket to the win-
dow to exchange it for the current game day’s 
ticket (this can happen anytime including day of 
the game). The game begins at 5:15PM and we’ll 
sit together in the general admissions area.

Of course, if you don’t have tickets from the 
previous game to exchange, you may still join us 
by simply purchasing a general admission ticket 
for the August 23 game. We’d love to have you 
come along!

Next Habitat Workday
The next scheduled workday for the 

FBC team will be Friday, August 21, 
beginning at 8:45AM. If you have not 
participated before and wish to join 
us, contact Jim McAfee, through the 
church office, for details.

Did you know as a volunteer for 
Habitat for Humanity, there is always 
a place for you to bring your unique 
talents and skills? Experience is not 
necessary. Their staff will provide you 
with the training needed. The partner 
families work alongside many of the 
volunteers while earning the “sweat 
equity” required to qualify, so this is a 
great way to meet future Habitat home-
owners.

A few more pictures from 
Music and Art Camp
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Direct Dial
 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
 Music Office 423.648.2543
 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  7/26/2015   ATTENDANCE  FOR  8/2/2015  
199   Worship         205   Worship  
   8   Worship  Care             10   Worship  Care  
207   WORSHIP  TOTAL      215   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
207   Sunday  School        214   Sunday  School  
  
FINANCE  REPORT  
Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  7/26/15   $  10,772.00  
Other  receipts  on  7/26/15   717.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  7/26/15   $  11,489.00  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  8/2/15   $  21,958.00  
Other  receipts  on  8/2/15   300.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  8/2/15   $  22,258.00  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,384.62  
  

July  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $832,173.34  
July  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $914,904.25  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    82,730.91)  
   As  of  8/3/15  
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